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CHRISTIANS AND THE SECOND WORLD WAR 


James A. Crain 


The Second World War, so long predicted and so greatly dreaded,has begun. It is a world war 
in a very real sense, though the principal nations engaged are in Europe. Involved in the con- 
flict to date are, Great Britain, France, Poland, Germany, Australia, New Zealand, The Union of 
South Africa, Canada, Egypt, and England's Indian empire. Among the nations which may be drag- 
ged in at any time are, Italy, Turkey, Greece, Rumania, Hungary, Yugoslavia, Russia, and Japan. 
Fighting is going on in Poland and on the old Western Front of the first World War. Cities like 
Lodz and Warsaw are shambles and once more world indignation is beginning to mount over the ruth- 
less bombing of open cities and the sinking of vessels at sea by lurking submarines. While re- 
ports of the use of poison gas by Germany in the Polish advance is lacking verification there is 
every evidence that in the use of unrestrained violence the nations are beginning where they left 
off at the close of the last war. Hitler's declaration that Germany will use whatever force is 
necessary to accomplish her aims and Britain's reply that the allies will return blow for blow 
offers little hope that gallantry and chivalry will have any place in the conflict. 


It would not be profitable to attempt here to trace the causes of the conflict. The causes 
are well known to everyone who has even a casual acquaintance with the course of post-war di- 
plomacy. Far more important to us is the question, What attitude shall Christians take toward 
War, now that it is a fact to be dealt with? 


Let it be said first of all that war, whether it be in prospect or in progress, is repugnant 
to Christian ideals. There is no sort of logic that condemns war while it is still in the future 
and condones it when it becomes a present reality. Christians will need to face that fact frank- 
ly. If opposition to war was valid before the guns began to boom it is valid now that they are 
booming. Millions of Christians will be tempted to evaluate war in progress as something dif- 
ferent from war in prospect. Every effort will be made to make it easy forus to switch over 
and find excuses to support the conflict. Millions make no distinction between their religion 
and their nationalism. This will be true on both sides. It is already reported that Niemoller 
has announced from his Nazi prison cell that he is ready to serve again as a U-boat commander if 
wanted. Let us not be too hard on these onetime pacifists. The decision they have to make is a 
hard one. We cannot be too certain what our own decision would be if we faced the alternative. 
The problem is complicated by the war hysteria which seizes upon people and makes any calm eval- 
uation of the question impossible. Every conceivable devise of propaganda will be used to in- 
fluenee our thinking and our actions. As Christians we shall need to be alert to propaganda and 
to defend ourselves against it,making careful analysis of all statements, assertions, and charges 
from whatever source they come, and suspending judgment until all ascertainable facts are in. 


What attitudes should Christian pacifists hold in the face of war? In the first place, we 
must never lose sight of the fact that the causes of the war reach further than Danzig and the 
Polish Corridor, There is a long sequence of causes reaching back over the years and there are 
wrongs on both sides. In the second place, as Christians we must school ourselves against the 
corroding influence of hate. We dare not hate Hitler or the German army, or anybody else. Once 
we give way to hate we have lost the very basis of Christian thinking. No one can be neutral a- 
bout such actions as bombing of open cities, the killing and maiming of women and children. One 
can hate acts; he dare not hate persons. In the third place, simply to refrain from hating is 
not enough. We must actively love those whose actions we abhor. If this seems a psychological 
impossibility, let us ask what we mean by actively loving. Tap itenot to) maintai nia ssp ir laCeo. 
active goodwill toward those with whom we are not in accord? Can we not maintain a spirit that 
will permit us at the first opportunity to offer out good offices in the direction of reconcil- 
dation? Can we not remember that war brings its horrors to the innocent people of both sides of 
the battle line? All are victims alike and all suffer alike. In the fourth place, we must main- 
tain attitudes of mind and heart that will help keep America out of the conflict. Not to save 
our own skins. Not to save ourselves from sacrifice and suffering. But to maintain sanity and 
be ready to help bring peace again to 4 bleeding world. In the fifth place, the Disciples Peace 
Fellowship should as soon as possible canvass the more than 800 who have signed its Corer enoe 
enroll them in active work on behalf of peace. Now is the time for peace lovers to go on active 


service. 


Ww. P. A. WAGES AND SALARIES SCHEDULE 


WPA wage and salary scales, often the sub- 
ject of misrepresentation based on lack of in- 
formation or prejudice, are fixed by law. The 
following scales are in effect under the new 
law passed by the last session of Congress. 
For convenience in administration the nation 
4s divided into regions, each of which has its 
own scale based on cost of living and other 
factors operative in that locality. 


RegionI includes the following states: Ar- 
izona, California, Colorado, Connecticut, Idaho, 
Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Maine, Massachusetts, 
M;chigan, Minnesota, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, 
New Hampshire, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, 
North Dakota, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode 
Island, South Dakota, Utah, Vermont, Washing- 
ton, Wisconsin, Wyoming. 


Region II embraces Delaware, District of 
Columbia, Kansas, Kentucky, Maryland, Missouri, 
Oklahoma, West Virginia. 


Region III Alabama, Arkansas, Florida,Georglia, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, Worth Carolina, South 
Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Virginia. 


Wages scales shown below are for communi- 
ties (1) under 5,000;(2) 5,000 to 25,000; (3) 
25 000 to 50,000; (4) 50,000 to 100,000; (5) 
over 100,000. 


Region I al 2 y 
Unskilled labor $ko $hh $52 55 
Semi-skilled 45 50 55 60 65 
Skilled sey Sb) Hornet te 85 
Professional & 

technical 61 69 rath 83 94 

Region II 
Unskilled 525 35 4Oo |= 45 
Semi-skilled 38 dh 501 9 5% 58 
Skilled ren 52 60 66 2 
Professional & 

technical 48 57 66 033 19 

Region IeAGig 
Unskilled 26 30 36 38 ie) 
Semi-skilled 33 ho 7 53 SMe 
Skilled hh 52 60 66 12 
Professional & 

technical 48 i7/ 66 73 179 


To earn these wages the worker must put in 
not to exceed 140 hours per month at the rates 


of pay prevailing in their respective commun-. 


ities. Only one member of a family may be en- 
ployed on WPA projects, except that part-time 
employment of a youth by the NYA or enrollment 
of a member of the family in the CCC shall not 
be construed as a violation o this provision. 
These rates were established by the President 
under Executive Order No. 67, dated April 19 
1939 to supersede administrative orders Woe 
62 and 65 of the WPA, and to become effective 
on and after April 20, 1949. 

HH 
YOUTH ADMINISTRATION - The NYA has announced 
allotments of funds providing for part time 
jobs for 450,000 students. College and grad- 
uate aid 18 determined on the basis of 10 per 
cent of the college enrollment of students be- 
tween sixteen and twenty-four years of age ag 
of October 1, 1938. This year, 1650 colleges 
and universities are participating in the plan 
and 25,500 secondary schools. 


Examiner and the daily American. 


CHURCHMEN SUPPORT STRIKERS 


The Churchmen's Fact - Finding Committee, 4 
group comprised of more than twenty prominent 
Chicago clergymen and laymen have declared the 
strike of the American Newspaper Guild against 
the Hearst newspapers of that city justified, 
according toa news release of the strike con- 
mittee under date @ August 21. The Committee, 
headed by the Rev. W. B. Waltmire, pastor of 
Humboldt Park Community Methodist Church, ac- 
cording to the statement, spent 6 weeks inves- 
tigating the strike, during which time all par- 
ties concerned were given an opportunity to 
present their case. The report of the Commit- 
tee is summarized in the terse statement, "We 
believe the strike of the Hearst unit of the 
Chicago Newspaper Guild was justified.” 


Religious bodies represented on the Commit- 
tee were Roman Catholic, Methodist, Congrega- 
tionalist, Unitarian, Hebrew, Presbyterian, 
Disciples, Evangelical, Universalist, Ethical 
Society, and Community Church. Among the lay- 
men were Methodists, Congregationalists, Pres- 
byterians, Friends, Evangelicals, and Commun- 
ity churchmen. 


The Committee entered the strike on its own 
volition, as an independent group, in the in- 
terest of discovering the facts in a trouble- 
some industrial dispute. Considerable atten- 
tion has been giventhe strike by the churches 
of Chicago and a number of church publications 
have opened their columns to the striking news- 
papermen. 


STRIKE CLOSES HEARST CHICAGO DAILY 


A newspaper story which you probably didn't 
read in your daily newspaper concerns the de- 
cision @ the Hearst interests to suspend pub- 
lication of its daily Herald and Examiner. For 
nearly 9 months the American Newspaper Guild 
called a strike against the daily Herald and 
The strike 
grew out @ the discharge of reporters and news 
room employees for Guild activities. The Hearst 
interests have announced that publication of 
the Sunday Herald and Examiner and the daily 
and Sunday American will be continued. 


Regarding the contest as a key point in its 
strategy to organize the news gathering forces 
of American newspapers the Guild has prosecuted 
the strike with extraordinary vigor. On its 
side the Hearst interests have fought back with 
all the resources at its command. Pickets have 
been attacked and beaten with clubs and auto- 
mobile cranks In the best approved style of the 
old "Moe" Annenberg days when Chicago newspaper 
circulators fought each other for supremacy. 
Supported by the national Guild, the strikers 
carried on their fight on two fronts. They 
attacked the Herald and Examiner circulation 
and succeeded in securing the cancelation of 
thousands of subscriptions. A second barrage 
was laid down on advertisers, both local and 
national According to a news bulletin of the 
strikers, negotiations for settlement of the 
strike were under way at the time the suspen- 
sion was announced. The Hearst officials an- 
nounced that suspension was due to inability 
to pay the wages demanded by the Guild. The 
Guild answered that "settlement of this strike 
would have cost the management a mere brite 
financially, compared to the millions of dol- 
lars poured into fighting it." 


ON SOCIAL FRUNTIERS 


British cooperatives are going into the 
‘ime store” or "bazaars" as they are called 
rer there. Heretofore Woolworth and Marks & 
yencer have had a monopoly on this line of 
isiness in Britain. Woolworth stores are of 
1e familiar American type, with red fronts & 
2en counters. The new venture will be spon- 
ored by the Cooperative Wholesale Society, 
1ich is the property of the 1200 or more lo- 
il cooperatives. Twenty stores will be open- 
L at a cost of $6250000. While these stores 
ill be under the supervision of the CWS appro- 
11 of the local cooperative will be secured 
efore entering any area and committees will 
» formed to coordinate the activities of the 
pazaar” stores and the other cooperatives in 
sch community. This type of business grosses 
pout $350,000,000 a year in Britain. 

HEX 

Some time ago Stephen King - Hall, formerly 
Commander in the British navy and later the 
Lrector of the Royal Council on International 
slations and at present editorof the K-H News 
etter, a weekly digest of international devel- 
sments in Europe, was able to send several 
aousand copies of a Special German edition in- 
2 Germany. The reaction was immediate and 
igorous. Many letters came strongly defend- 
1g Hitler and the Nazi regime, others condemn- 
1g the German government anda few interpret- 
1g the letter as a Gestapo trick to compro- 
ise the recipients. Propaganda Minister Goeb- 
sls went on the air to denounce King-Hall. 

eee 

An Associated Press dispatch from Washing- 
an on September 1, reported American military 
cperts as saying that Germany was devoting 50 
esr cent ofits productive capacity to military 
urposes prior to the outbreak of the war. 
ermany collapsed in 1918 when 65 per cent of 
er productive capacity was devoted to war pur- 
ospes. Military experts believe that the use 
f productive power for military purposes ex- 
lains why Germany had to ration her population 
ren before the outbreak of hostilities. 

wee 

The first concrete results of the announced 
rogram of John L Lewis to invade the construc- 
fon field with his CIO was a report of a con- 
ract signed between the Construction Workers 
rganizing Committee and Fred C. Keegan, Inc., 
— Brighton, N.Y., covering 50 workers. The 
tilding Trades Department of the AFoflL call 
i a meeting of its 19 craft unions at Atlantic 
ity in an atempt to eliminate jurisdictional 
isputes which have characterized the industry. 

cae 

According to the Christian Century the North- 
rn New York Conferenceof the Methodist Church 
28 adopted a plan by which minimum salaries 
P ministers will be set at $900 for single 
en and $1,200 for married men. In order to 
ake the plan possible all ministers receiving 
alaries of more than $1200 will pay into the 
snference treasury from one to two per cent 
P their salaries. This plan is in operation 
1 other Methodist conferences. When minis- 
srs in the higher income brackets begin more 
snerally to share with their less fortunate 
rethren the term 'brotherhood' will come to 
ave a new significance. 

HAE 

The American Bible Society has reported the 
Lstribution last year of 6,970,757 volumes of 
sripture in sixty-three languages and dialects 
1 the United States and 135 foreign lands. 


SCANNING THE MAGAZINES 


"Who are the Associated Farmers?", by Richard 
L.Neuberger, Survey Graphic, September, 1939. 
The West Coast correspondent of the New York 
Times and contributor to Colliers and Saturday 
Evening Post tells how California industrial- 
ists, including Southern Pacific Railroad, Pa- 
cific Gas & Electric and the chambers of com- 
merce have organized an anti-union movement a- 
round the farmers. Only a few real dirt far- 
mers are connected with the movement. Most of 
its "farmer" members are the huge industrial 
fruit and vegetable farms which employ the mi- 
grant labor so vividlydescribed in John Stein- 
beck's Grapes of Wrath. Union labor, by its 
strife, violence and racketeering, has given 
the movement an impetus it would not have oth- 
erwise had. 


"The Coughlin Terror", by James Wechsler, The 
Nation, July 22,1939; also "Reply to Coughlin™ 
August 12,1939, an editorial. "The Christian 
Terror", by AlsonJ. Smith, The Christian Cen- 
tury, August 23,1939. Mr. Wechsler & Mr. Smith 
accurately describe the activities of the fol- 
lowers of Father Coughlin in New York City, 
where & number of fascist and semi- fascist 
groups have united under the leadership of the 
Detroit priest. Noisy demonstrations, hurling 
of vile epithets, brow-beating Jews, fights & 
occasional stabbings mark the work of the 
"Christian Front" in the nation's largest city. 
Mr. Smith's article corroborates the Wechsler 
charges. Several Catholic publications attack 
The Nation for publisning the Wechsler article 
and one declares that an attackon Father Cough- 
lin is an attack on the Catholic church. Per- 
haps it is} that is for the Catholic church to 
say. 


"Mexico Today", by Waldo Frank, The Nation, 
August 5, and August 12,1939, with a third in- 
stallment to follow. <A vivid description of 
the substantial achievements of the Revolution 
under Cardenas. The story of the huge irriga- 
tion system of Laguna, made possible by El Pal- 
mito dam, where 40,000 peon farmers and 60,000 
people who were servants work on the new rural 
resettlement project. The old Mexico and the 
new. An intimate picture of Cardenas. 


"The Japanization o& Christianity", by a Japan- 
ses witness, Christian Century, August 2,1939. 
An anonymous story of how the Japanese military 
overlords are bringing about the Japanization 
of Christianity as they once did to Buddhisn. 


"The Garner Country", by Charles Curtis Munz, 
The Nation, July 15, and "TheReal John Garner", 
by Kenneth G. Crawford, The Nation, August 5. 
oil, cotton, cattle constitute the empire that 
has sent John Garner to Congress through near- 
ly 40 years, but Maury Maverick, supported by 
the Mexican vote is getting into the Garner 
hair. Crawford divests the Vice President of 
the tradition that "makes him a sort of cross 
between Throttlebottom and Foxy Grandpa” and 
shows him up as the sort of person John L. 


Lewis said he is. 


"Maury Maverick's San Antonio", by Audrey Gran- 
neberg, Survey Graphic, July, 1939. A resident 
of San Antonio opens up scenes in the city not 
usually shown to winter visitors. 


The Shame of Texas", by Ralph 
Same as above. 


"San Antonio, 
Maitland, Forum, August, 1939. 


—t 


NEW ORGANIZATION TO COMBAT INTOLERANCE 


The Council Against Intolerance in America 
is a new organization that has been formed with 
headquarters in the Lincoln Bldg., New York City. 
Its co-chairmen are W. Warren Barbour, George 
Gordon Battle & William Allen White. The high 


character of the organization is attested not. 


only by the above names but by the presence on 
its advisory committee roster of such names a8 
Mrs. Carrie Chapman Catt, Bishop Edgar Blake, 
Sen. Bennett Champ Clark, Josephus Daniels, John 
Dewey, William E. Dodd, ambassador to Germany 
who resigned in protest of Nazi doctrines, Dr. 
Harry Emerson Fosdick, Bishop James E. Freeman, 
Pres. Frank P. Graham, of the Univ.of N.Car., 
who presided over the recent sessions of the 
Southern Human Welfare Conference, Dr. John 
Haynes Holmes, Secretary Ickes, Oswald Garrison 
Villard and Rabbi Stephen S. Wise, also a num- 
ber of others equally well known. 


One of the first publications of the Coun- 
cil is "An American Answer to Intolerance", 
prepared as a teacher's manual for junior and 
senior high school use. The manual has hk sec- 
tions or approaches to the problem. Approach 
A deals with methods of recognizing prejudices. 
B with a study of propaganda techniques, C is 
a re-examination of American ideals and D aims 
to provide the student with specific procedures 
and information in propaganda domains. The Ap- 
pendix section carries notes for dramatic tea- 
chers,a suggested series od assembly programs, 
a bibliography of plays dealing with intoler- 
ance, democracy and liberty and an excellent 
bibliography of books, pamphlets and magazine 
articles arranged with especial reference to 
the four Approaches. 


"MORAL REARMAMENT" FOR WHAT? 


No one can question the need for moral re- 
armament. But the tactics of the Buchmanites 
otherwise known as "Oxford Groupers" in their 
highly publicized campaign for "Moral Re-arme- 
ment" gives rise to serious questions. A re- 
cent M.R.A. meeting in Hollywood Bowl, staged 
with all of Hollywood's flare for theatrical- 
ism, brought out 25,000, and turned 10,000 more 
away. Such incidents as a Chinese and a Jap- 
anese shaking hands, the president: of the Im- 
perial V,lley Teamsters' Union shaking hands 
with the president of the Imperial Valley branch 
of the Associated Farmers, and the reading of 
telegrams from 43 governors declaring that moral 
rearmament is our greatest need was featured. 


Reports emanating from the meeting fail to 
show that California migratory workers had at- 
tention, nor has there been any noticeable dif- 
ference inthe bitter opposition to Harry Bridges 
and his water front workers as a result of moral 
rearmament. The "guidance" claimed by the 

Groupers" has been noticeably non-productive 
in removing the basic causes of industrial con- 
flict ami prolific in promises o& what the com- 
munists call "pie in the Sky." Our apprehension 
is not lessened when we read that the "Groupers" 
adjourned to the swank Del Monte Hotel for their 
"World Assembly." For a program of moral re- 
armament (as much as we dislike the militarig- 
tic connotation) that speaks in the language of 
Amos, Isaiah, Joel, Johnthe Baptist, we could 
have nothing but enthusiasm, but for one that 
revolves arounu Hollywood Bowls, swank hotels, 


and sumptuous fare we have nothin 1 
contempt. SR tam 


ya | Ap ; 
ANTI-ALIEN BILLS THREATEN AMERICAN TRADITION 
ANDLWALLSS 2S ee 


More than 60 bills restricting the right 
of asylum and other privileges of non-citizen 
are now pending in Congress, with good pros 
pects that some of the worst of them will b 
enacted into law at the forthcoming session 
according to the American Committee for vi 
Protection of the Foreign Born. These bill 
are largely the result of the activities car 
ried on by the Dies Committee and are the fru 
ition of the spirit of alien baiting which h 
infected the United States. 


Many of these bills are dangerous not onl 
to the rights of non-citizens, but also to th 
rights of citizens. H. R. 130, sponsored Db 
Congressman Arends of Illinois provides fo 
registration of all non-citizens and of ad 
American-born children of non-citizens. Unde 
ite terms persons can be arrested without war 
rant. Another provision is for deportatio 
for having been on relief for one year. Con 
gressman Ludlow is sponsor for H.B.163, whic 
makes deportation the penalty for attemptin 
to induce the United States to favor one 0 
more belligerents in a foreign war. H.R. 280 
by Congressman Taylor of Tennessee calls fo 
the deportation of non-citizens whose presenc 
in the U.S. is "inimical to the public imtem 
est" or who engage in any way in "domestic po 
litical agitation." A series of bills by Con- 
gressman Starnes calls for cutting immigratio: 
quotas 90 per cent, placing the Western Hemis 
phere on a quota basis, prohibiting all immi 
gration for 10 years, deportation of all non 
citizens onrelief andof any alien whose pres 
ence is “inimical to public interest." A bil 
by Congressman Dempsey (N. M.) would deport : 
non-citizen for believing in or belonging t 
any organization advocating ‘any change in thi 
American form of government.” Since the for 
of our government is continually undergoin, 
changes by legislation it is entirely possibli 
that a non-citizen might have been subject t 
deportation had he supported President Roose 
velt's proposed revision of the Supreme Court. 
had this law been in effect. 


The American Committee for the Protectio: 
of the Foreign Born urges citizens everywher 
to write te the President, their state senato: 
and their congressman urging that such "“aliel 
and sedition" legislation not be passed. 
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